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S* Jude verlc 3. 


Beloved, When I gave all diligence to write 
unto you of the common Salvation, it was 
needfull for me to write unto you, and ex- 
hort you, that ye ſhnld earneſtly contend 
for the Faith, which was once delivered 
wito the Saints, 


S6& F how fatal conſequence 
NYE to the Peace of the 
Sq > Church, and the Purit 
of our Chriſtian Faith 
£J the Licentious Preach- 
== ing of Diſſexters hath 
been, we have had a late, and a wofull 
experience ; ( Warning enough ſurely 
not to truſt them again : ) Having ſeen, 
not onely the Government, and Dilci- 
pline of the Church broken down, and 
all the Articles of our Creed batter'd by 
whole Legions of Hereſies, But allo the 


firſt Article, the very foundation of all 
A 2 Re- 


& 
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Religion taken away too; That it hath 
been by wiſe men of Jate — a ne- 
ceſlary work to prove chat there is a 
God, and to reſume the Primitive Em- 
ployment of writing Apologies, and 
defences for the Truth, and Excellency 
of Chriſtian Religion, as if we had been 
reformed into the Heatheniſm of our 
Fore-fathers. | 
And,though by the mercy of God, and 
the preſence of his Anointed, we have 
for ſome years had the Government of 
the Church reſtored, and the Solemn 
Worſhip of God returned to our Pub- 
lick Aﬀemblies, yet we do not ſee, that 
the minds of the People generally, are 
reſ-rled upon that firm baſis of the Amci- 
ent, Catholique and Holy Faith, from which 
they were once {ſo tumulcuouſly remo- 
ved : Thoſe contrary winds of Doctrine, 
that raifed that heavy ſtorm, are not yet 
laid ; and folongas men take ſo much 
liberty of Indulgence, God knows when 
they will : But till then, it can never be 
unneceſlary, or improper, eſpecially in 
{uch an Aſſzmbly as this, ro make uſe of 
this verſe of $S* Zude with the variation of 
one word onely, Beloved, when 1 gave all 
dili- 
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diligence to preach unto you of the common Sabua- 
tiow, it was needfull for me to preach unto you, 
and exhort you, that you ſhould earneſtly contend 
for the faith which was once delivered unto the 
Saints, 

The Text is plain enough to the mean- 
eſt capacity, onely ſome, that think they 
have a pec: '1ar intereſt in the word 
Saints, may be miſtaken; for by that 
word is meant in plain Engliſh, chrifi- 
axs, thoſe thatare baptized into the faith 
of Chriſt, for ſo the word 4%, ſpoken 
of perſons in this life generally ſignifies 
in the new Teſtament, and in the Texr, 
being uſed in the plural number, ſeems 
to denote the Colle&ive body of them, 
the Church, And then faith being taken 
objeftive, tor the matters or things to be 
believed, The faith once delivered to the Saints 
is thoſe Doctrines, which it pleaſed God 
in one (et time to reveal, and to depolite 
as a ſtanding Rule of Faith 1n the 
Church for ever. 

There are in the words three things ge- 
nerally obſervable. 

[. The nature and immutability of he 
Rule of Faith , the Faith once aclivered anto the 


Saints, ? 
JI. The 


Of the Rule of Faith. 
I. The w 


and means to preſerve 
rſt delivered ; tht ye ſhould 


this, as it was 
earneſtly comtend, 


[I]. The Importance and necellity of 
{odoing ; Beloved, when I gave all diligence to 

. write wnto you of the common Salvation, it was 

needfull for me to write unto you, and exhort you- -- 

1. For the Rwle of Faith, This muſt needs 

be the word of God, in what manner 

foever revealed, by what means ſoe- 

ver made known to us to be ſuch, as 

might eaſily be proved to any that do 

believe there is a God. And therefore 


i. A word, that js ſome Doctrine or 
Divine truths, that we are to believe. 
For it is an * 1ntelleuall Rule, or a Rule to 
the underſtanding, which is to ſuſpend 
or give aſſent to the Doctrines of Religi- 
on,lo far as they dilagree,or accord with 
this Rule. Now,ſeeing there is no belief, 
thatis affirmed or de- 
there can be no Rule of this, but 
onely ſome Doctrines, or propoſitions 
preſuppoſed as true,and taken for gran- 


but of ſomethin 


ted before hand, And this is the wa 


of 


all Arts and Sciences, which contain ſuch 
diverſity of objects for our belief, and 


under- 
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underſtanding, Every one of them hath 
ſome fundamentall Maxims or Pro- 
poſitions, upon which the whole body is 
afterward raiſed, and in Contradi&tion 
to which nothing is to be taken for true 
inthe reſpe&ive {cience. Now the Do- 
&rine of Chriſtian Religion being the 
moſt reaſonable Do&trine in the world, 
is queftionleſs alſo the moſt regular 
and Methodicall, hath in it as much 
certainty and evidence of a regular Me- 
thod,as 1s in any ſcience, and more, and 
would fo appear to us, had we as clear 
a comprehenſion of it, as we have of 0- 
ther doctrines. And therefore agree- 
ably, this Phrafe The Rule of Faith, 1s not 
to be taken C or Formally, as if we 
ſought for a Meaſure antecedent to the 
fandamentall points of our Belief, to try 

them by, bur it is to be taken S6- 
jeitin?, or Material, that is, a Rule con- 

ſifting of the fandamentall points of 
Faith, and a formall Rule to determine 

controverſies, and to condemn Hereſies 

by. This was the ſenſe of it, both name 

and thing, when it came frſt into uſe 

_— the Fathers in the Primitive, 
Church , 


© Tertul- 


as may be ſeen by » 1reness, ,p, ., "5. 


8 


<De Praſcript. Regula eſt 
aurem fidet,us jam binc,quid 
credamus defendamus, ill 
ſcilicet, qu2 creditur unum 
omnino deum efſe----= Hac 
regula a Chriſte—-[nſtituts 
nullas baber apud nos queſt i- 
ones,nifi quas Hereſes infc- 
runt, & que Hercicos f4- 
ciunt, Cercrim , mancente 
forma ejus in ſuo ordine , 
quantum libet quaras & 
graffes---- Files inreguld 
poſita eſt=--- Cedet Curtofi- 
$45 Filei---- Certe aut non 
obſtrepant, aut quieſcant ad- 
verſus Regulam. Idem de 
Veland. Virg. Regula qui- 
dem fidei una omnino eſt, ſ0- 
la immobilis, Of irreſorma- 
bilis, credendi ſcilicet in u- 
nicum Deum omnipotentem 
mundi Conditorem--=- 

4 Serm.dc temp.119.Sym- 


bolum eft breviter complexs. 


Regula fidei - Idem de fide 
& [ymbolo. Idem de Genes 
ad litcram. Catholica fides-- 
Eſt bac Deum Patrem om- 
niporentem univerſam crea- 
turam feciſſe. Idem fomili- 
tcr pluries alibi, 

© Adverſus Valentin. *H 
HW 3 Enxxanoia--- Tags 
9 Amory agg ac- 
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the chief 


< Tertullian, * S* Auſtin, © Epipbanias, 
g Nazianzen, 8 Les, and the reſt of 
them that treat of the Chriſtian 
Faith; Till of late upon thePopes 
pretenſions to an infallible ; "s 
dicature, the words have been 
wreſted from their primitive 
ſenſe, to ſignifie the arguments and 
motives that periwade us to en- 


tertain the Chriſtian Doctrine it 


ſelf in groſs, or more eſpecially 

_ of it, for this 
ſeems to be the meaning of 
them in the Controverhie at this 
day.But theſeArguments,orMo- 
tives, whether ao Reaſon or 
Authority are antecedent to this 
Rule, - the ground and means 
of coming to it, not the Rule 
it-ſelf, otherwiſe we ſhould 


-bave as many Rules of Faith, 


as we have arguments from 


Pio Thy eis ive, Brdy miTies marr! pairoeg. Thy mmunglre Ts Seg tt Tl; y, 


xgl *ic Eva Xe:gty 'Ingsy Toy vicw---> Contra Marcoſeor verſus 


finem, In Ancoratu 


werſus finem, In compendieria ver} dorind, De fide Carbolice & Apoſtolice Ec- 
clefixe. In Marcelli fide conſcripts. fis poſtolice Ec 


t Ad Cledonium adverſus Apoliinarium Orat.52, Fidem Nicenam vocat ow.- 
Towev 5ooy va, ual rwrove. Vide ſequentia ibid, Idem Contra Julian, Oras. 3, 


s Epi 


piſt. a4 Pulcheriam Augit. $iquidem, ipſa Catholici Symboli brevis v& perſefls 


confe|fiq--= Tam inſtru fit munitione calcſti ut ones Hari ricorum opiniones folo ip- 


pus gladio poſium detruncari : 


Hujus ſymbgli plengtudjnem fi Entiches: -== 
reaſon 
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reaſon or authority, why we believe. 
Indeed,if we take che word Faich for our 
Ai of believing , a Chriſtians Faith hath 
this in Common with all other belief, 


that the Rule, and the obje& matter of 


it are the ſame ing For the ,immedi- 
ate limit, and mealure of all belief, is, 
and muſt be the apparent truth of che 


thing propoſed ; beyond which'our al- 


ſent cannot go without Error, or be- 
lieving a falſhood;nor can it fall ſhort. of 
ic without infidelity, or want of due be- 
lief: & theſe two properties make a Rule 
inthe moſt adxquare, and exact ſenſe, 
But then, nothing can have this apparent 
truth rightly,andRegularly farther, then 
asit is conſonant to thoſe propoſitions,on 
which the truth of it depends, and by 
which it is to be tried, as by.a Rule : So 
that if men would ſpeak properly and 
diſtin@ly, as certainly they ought to do 
in Controverſies,eſpecially of this grand 
importance, by this queſtion, what ic the 
Rule of Faith ? can onely be meant, what or 
where are the points, articles or Propoſitions, that 
are fundamental in the faith of the Church 2 For, 
as to points not fundamentall, they de- 
pend upon thoſe _ are, and a 
0 


my 
* 
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donotcome primarily into the queſti- 
on. Þ wortld-npgt” trouble you ' with ſo 
much 'Metaptiyſicks,” bur that they are 
of lo neceſſary uſe to clear the foundati- 
on of our Faith from that rubbiſh, and 
confuſion, which the ſophiſtry and pe- 


| tulaticy of our Adverſaries have thrown 


Sure foot. 
Diſc. 4.Par.5. 


upon tt ; who in this point make ir their 
buſtnefſs to' confound the Notion of a 
Rule, anda'judge;- and then all thoſe 
arguments” that" prove 'the necefhicy of 
aninfalible Rule, are eaſily brought co 
prove an infallible Judge, a Yivs reguls fi- 
dei which Ii6me of them make {uch a 
noſe and'a clamor with , as if a perſon 
and a propoſition were the ſame thing. 
This grvesalſo an eaſte an{wer to thofe 
of- them, that'retl us, The Apoſties went not 
with books in their hands 'ty preath and detroer 
Chrifts otFrine , | but with words im their Months, 
that the Scriprure is a dead letter, and 
muck other civil language of the like 
nature, as they-are pleaſed to 'pive ir. Tt 
$'not, youTee, eicher the letrer of Seri- 

prure, or the found of the A 
prexching,lichistheRuteofonr Fair; 
nr the, great /Dottrines,'' which they 
preach't,, whioh were afterwards writ- 
ten . 


Of the Rulerof Faith. 
ren;and is the ſame Rule of faith, I trow, 
whether conveyed to ns: by: teriting -or 
without it; as Iremexs tes: 'tis; bf lome 
CRIT that had no written: word: 
at all. E: fo 4h; 
2. The Rule of Faith is \the 'word of 
God, who is our Creatar, atid\tupream 
Lawgiver, and the'Author, and object 
of that immortall happineſs, t6 which 
true faith leads us. Tels 
The word of God is indeed aiglorious' 
Title, and therefore no wonder” that. £61 
many have laid claim to i. . It would; I 
confe(s, look ſomething like an adven- 
' ture, torange at my through the hifto- 
of all times and places, -in queſt: of 
that, which was but once delivered: And 
yet did the time give us leave to be ex- 
adt, it would be neceſ{ary 16 examine 
the claims of, atlcaft,themait voguedy 
and confiderable ptretenders; There was 
never yet any :Lawgiver m-the world; 
that: did not bear the People mn hand; 
that his Laws wete dictated anqigiveny 
at leaſt ratified and auth oriſed by the 
Deity : But of all theſe, there is none, 
except them whole hiftory. is in the Bi- 
ble,” chat have not been known, end 
| B 2 laughc 


ry 


Lib, 3. Cap. 4. 


% 
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laught at for fables by the moſt able, 
—_ reateſt maintainers of them. Thoſe 
in the. Bible are chiefly ewo, which 
make up the.two volumes of it reſpe- 
&ively ; The one, a Revelation made to 
the Jews by Moſes, the other, to all Man- 
kind by: Chriſt Feſwe, The firſt of theſe 
ears toany underſtanding Reader to 

be wholly relative, and propheticall , 
conſifting of Propheſies, and other Prx- 
figaifications-of a' great Lawgiver and 
Prince, that was not to appear, till the 
world had attended his coming 4000 
ears. The ſecond volume contains the 
iftoricall relation .of the. life and geſts 
of that great Prince, andthe travels of 
his Minifters : And therefore our Faith 
was - not , , nor could be delivered 
ſooner, becauſe the-chief contents, and 
niatter-of it are the conception, birth, 
ſpeeches, ations, and ſufferings of this 
Great One. ' And fo $S, Fades phraſe of once 
delivered 15 to; be underſtood, of that one 
aze, whya this Divine Perſonrthe Son of 
God; was incarnate, ſuffered death, roſe 
again from death, and did actually per- 
form, and tranſact all thoſe paſſages and 


events, Which are the obje& matter of 


our 
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our Faith, and Creed, and alfo when this, 
and all the reſt was preached, and atteſted 
by them, that had ” 2 theſe things done, 
and had Eſpeciall Commifhon from him 
' to propoſe them, as matters of Faith to 
.all the world. And therefore our Rule of 
Faith is contained in the Narrative of Our 
Saviours pilgrimage, and his Apoſtles 
preaching ; that is, inthe four Goſpels, in 
'the Epiſtles, and Acts of the Apoſtles , 
which were all extanr.in $S* Fades time in 
writing, and this writing taken for an «z- 
doubted Rule of Faith by the Church and there- 


fore alone called Canrmicall : and lo continu-* 


ed, till the many and monſtrous changes 
made inthe Faith by the Church of Rwme 
made it neceſſary for them to look out for 
another Rule : Wherein how well they 
have + Soma themſelves, ſhall be ſeen by 
and by. 
In & mean while, her ſingle teftimony 
ought not to overballance ſo great a cloud 
of Witneſles, as have depoſed, even life it 
ſelf for the Scripture, and againſt her own 
judgement for much above 1000 years. 
Eſpecially, if it be added what arguments 
the preſent. Church of Rome affords, to 
prove that the: Rule of Faith is contained in 
the Holy Scripture. 
I. In 


13 


14 
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[. In the judgement of the Church of 
Rome it contains all neceſſary points of 
Faith,and therefore contains the Rule of Faith, 
Look over their Divinity-writers of all 
Sorts, Eſpecially of Controverltes and bo- 
dyes of Divinity, - The decrees and Cate- 
chiſme of the Councill of Trent , You will 
find them,as well as we, labouting to prove 
their main points out of this written Word. 
Yea,the very infallibility of the Pope, and 
ſuch other dodrines.as they (et up againſt 
the _ 20 2 

And this they do in the firſt place, as ma 
be ſeen in Bellermine, and other their be 
writers, as —_—_ their prime foundation 
from thence. Nor havethey been ſo bold as 
to ſay,that they make uſe of Scripture one- 
ly ad hominem, and not that they believe it, 
For however they may deal with us in Con- 
troverlie, itis to be hoped they are more 
faithful co the Souls of their own People. 
So that, would they be true to their own 
Conlſciences, -and the Conlciences of their 
flocks,they muſt return to the Rule of Faith 
contained in Scripture, and confeſs with 


De Verbs Dei, ThE [aid Bellermine, that Sacre Scripturs 1s Regwuls 
lib. 1. 64) *. cyedend certiſſims & tatiſſims, The moſt certain 


and ſafe Rule of believing : That ſo all 
Chriſtendom might once again, if - 
| 1ble, 
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fible, have one Faith, 
II. The Rule of Faith in the Church of 

Rome is contained in the Holy Scriptures, 

or elſe they have none, Yes,may ſome ſay, 

The Church of Rome in fall Council 

teaches us, that her Faith is contained in 

librs ſeriptis, & fine ſcripto traditionibus, in the Cond. Triden, 

written word, and in unwritten traditions, * + 

But then they muſt mean, either,that ſome 

of their Articles of Faith are contained in 

the written word, and otherſome in un- 

written traditions onely;or,that all theirAr- 

ticles are proved, partly from the written 

word,and partly from unwritten traditions, 

Not the firſt, for they ©deavour to prove 

all our of Scripture, as was ſhewed even 

now ; Not the ſecond, for Divine warrant 

from the written word ( if they haveit ) is 

ſurely a ſufficient Baſis for any, or all the 

Articles of their Faith, and tradition or the 

yoice of the Church, being but an humane 

teſtimony, cannot .caule a Divine infallible 

Faith. Yes, The teſtimony ofthe Church,ſay 

they, 1s divine and infallible. But herethey 

lie croſs one to another: For,by the voice of 

the Church, ſome of them mean a traditio- 

nal delivery of the Faith from age to age 

without writing, as the Roman Catholick 

writers of Z»glendeſpecially : Others _ 

the 
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the yoice or ſentence of the preſent Pope or 


Church, as the great Pontiff and Court of : 


Rome With the Jeſuits, and other their 
cloſe Adherents : And theſe are as profeſt 


. adverſaries to one another, as they are to 


us : Thoſe laying the ſtreſs upon the inde- 
feCtibility of Oral,an.' Practical tradition : 
Theſe upon an infallible afſiſtance given to 
the prelent Pope, or Church. And lo far 
hath the oppoſition between them pro- 
ceeded, that our Courgreymen have been, 
about twelve years ſince, condemn'd art 
Rome of Hereſie by a ſolemn cenſure of 
the Inquiſition, for their ſtiff m—— 
tradition in oppoſition to the preſent Infal- 
libility: And on the other {1d>, they of Rome 
have been condemn'd by them in EZnglerd, 
for their illimited Pretences to Infallibility. 
And which is worſt of all, both have for- 
ſaken the Faith of their Trext-Fathers ; For 
they profeſs to receive the written werd, 
and unwritten traditions pars Pietatic affettu, 
Reverentiz , with equal devotion, and ſub- 
miſſion, But our aflertors of Tradition are 
for it alone in oppoſition to the Scripture ; 
and the pretenders to a preſent Infallibilit 

think themſelves able to oyerrule both 
Scripture and Tradition. Whereby you may 
ſee, that ſince they have quitted the old 
founda- 


Of the Rule of Faith.” 
foundation, - they have not been able to fix a- 
ay, that all their members canagreein : And 
withall may be feen, how neceſſary an im- 
plicice Faith is for thoſe, that will be of the 
Romiſh Communion, {ince,did they uſe but 
half an eye,they muſt needs diſcover, inſtead 
of 4 Gnide in Controverſies, an endlels Maze : 
wherein, it is no wonder, that many, even of 
the greateſt Wits, loſe all Religion, and take 
up in Atheiſm. 

But we have many and greater arguments 
for this point ; more, and more .convincing, 
then for 'any one point, eicher in Reaſon, or 
Religion, except 1t be for the Exiſtence of a 
God. It will be impoſſible to ſpeak to all, and 
it will be coo great an ingratitude tothe 

oodneſs of God to omit all : I ſhall there- 
Goa mention two or three of them. 

[. This book alone contains « Doftrine, and in- 
flitution without error, and which therefore by 
yertue of that qualification can alone be «x 
infallible Rule of owr Faith, It is ſtrange to confi- 
der, that for ſo long a time as it hath been in 
the world, ſomuchread, and canvals'd, and 
written upon , more then any other book 
whatſoever,nay,l might ſay,but thatit would 
look like a folzciſm, more then all. other 
books put together, ſo many Commentaries, An> 
wmtations Paraphraſes, Verfions, Animadverfions, Scholis 
aitica, & Anticritica, Collationes, Lacubrationes, Di- 

£297 airibe, 
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atriba, Exercitationes, Myrothecie, Antithefes, and 
a hundred more ſorts of dil: uifitions, and 
diſcuſhons of the truth of it : Yer not the leaſt 
error, or miſprifton of error hath been found 
in it. Anabundant proof, that there is none 
in it, that it is the dictate of an infallible un- 
derftanding, which could not be pur forth in- 
to the world for any other end, then to be ; 
fanding, and infallible Rule to Mankiad, who is of 
their naturall condition confeſſedly overrun 
with Error. | 

IL. The Scripeure contains the onely do- 
&rine, that ever could prevail upon Mankind 
in that way, which the Rule of Faith onely 
doth, and can prevail, And that is, by the 
ſtrength and power of the light and truth, that 
ſhines init; and by the affiſtance of that Al- 
mighty arm, which never vouchſafed to give 
the Teſtimony of a Miracle to any thing, but 
to Truths of - 4 gr" Conſequence. Did 
tr not, think you, feem ftrange to choſe that 
lived in the times, when it was firſt publiſhed, 
and did oblerve adoerine fo unlikely rotake, 


either with the weakneſs and humour of 


Mankind in Generall, or with the pomp and 
powers of the world in Particular , as the 
worſhipof a poor beggerly Jew, which was 
our Saviours condition while he lived, and a 
criicthed and derided Malefa&or,which were 
the terms, whereon he ſuffered ? Thar this 


weak, 
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weak, and creeping pretender unarm'd, and 
unattended by any, but poor and. ignorant 
men, that in worldly reſpects wete indeed(as 


they confels'd of themſelyes) the very refule, co. 4. «1. 


of Mankind, like Maſter, like Apoſtles, That 


i ſhould notwithſtanding, in lef& then fifry S. Mar. 13440, 


years, obtain ſogreat and univerſall an Ince- 
reſt in all parts of the world, as to ſhake, and 
in few years afrer to overthrow all Religions, 
that had had lo long undiſturbed ,and unque- 
Rioned poſſeſhon , Maugre that multitude of 
Prieſts, and Dzxmons by which they were 


maintained, and all that might, and oppoſi- 


tion which the ſupream Powers of the world, 
the malice and cunning of thedevil, yea, the 


very beat, and inclination of all Mankind 


could (et againſt it ; And this without any hu- 
ne ng; but onely thebare preaching and 
opoſall of it , Which from the mouths of 
Fack ragged, and forlorn Commiſſioners, as 
were employed, mult, and did much preju- 
dice the promotion of it. Eſpecially, conſ1- 
dering what abſolute obWfnce itrequired of 
bringing down, even every imagination,and 
what hard cerms is propos'd of mortification, 
taking up the Croſs, and forſaking all that 
was before counted dearinthis world; and, 


which is hardeſt of all, requiring felf con- 
in 


demnation, and that in inſtances of greater 
and more pungent concernment , then the 
C2 world 
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world had before been acquainted with. What 
could any ſober man in thoſe days judge from 
theſe things, and many -more of the like Na- | « 
ture, but that ir was a Do&rine given by the || tl 
Supream Lord, and Lawgiver of the World Þ b 
ro " an abſolute Rule, both of Faith, and practice I} 1! 

toall the World ? 

HI. The Scripture contains that dodtrine, I} v 

which alone of all doctrines, that ever were 

publiſh'r, doth entirely agree with the Soul 
of Man, and with the principles of reaſon 

within him; And which conſequently can a- 

lone be an infallible helpto his underſtand- 

ing, and propoſe 4 Rule of Faith to him. It teaches 
us the ſame leſſons, that we learn from the 
light of Nature; that there is a God, that he 
made the World, and governs it, that he pu- 
niſhes the Evil, and rewards the Good. Ir in- 
ſtructs us in the knowledge and belief of 
theſe, and many more ſuch doctrines, more 
clearly and convincingly then all the Philo- 
ſophy inthe World; ſo fully and undeniably, 
as force the Soul eSffave what arguments and 
diſcourſes the drawes from her own bottam, 
and to betake her ſelf to this word, asthe one- 
ly ſafe and: impregnable rock, and hold of 
 Frutb. It informs, and extricates our Souls || | 
from thole errors,and perplexities concerning || 
our own nature and po ntf ig which reaſon 
makes us ſenſible of, but can neither remedy, 
G77 nor 
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Of the Rule of Faith... 

nor q_ diſcover. In all the infinitely va- 
rious,. and entangled Caſes, wherein men are 
concerned, it never ſo much as once croſles 
their reaſon or underſtanding, but always 
helps ic forward. Ir is the onely Doctrine, 
that ever taught mankind to abſtract from 
the world, to diſengage Religion from 
worldly defigns, and temptations, withour 
which 1t is impoſſible, that our underſtanding 
ſhould attain the full liberty of judging, or 
the true meaſures of believing. Ir calls up the 
mind to thoſe ſublime and heavenly contem- 
plations, ro that divine and inflaming ardour; 
as force reaſon to ſtand at a diſtance, and ac- 
knowledge, that her moſt refined and ſtudied 
wits,her moſt ſevere Stoicks and Recluſes had 
not [0 much, as the husks of that fruit, which 
this Tree of knowledge and life affords , That 
the ſtrength of all her produCtions, were they 
never ſo genuine, cannot enrich her votaries 
with ſo true and (olid learning, with ſo pure 
and charming a holineſs, with ſo firm and 
delicious a happineſs, as the meanelt of the 
ſtudents of this Book are enabled toatrain. It 
propounds myſteries of ſo high and glorious 
2 nature, with ſo much Naifvetie, fo much 
clear & native perſpicuity,and ſo much com- 
mandingand dreadtull Majeſty, as cannot be 
communicated any whence, but from that - 
infinite and eternall Wiſdom, who is alone 
able, 
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able, as to diſcover and reveal, ſo to compre- 
hend fully che Myſteries contained in the Scri- 
pture. Myſteries fo much above our weak 
reaſon, ſo artraRive of it, and ſo healing to 
it ; as may from their own nature and merit 
claim and exerciſe the Energy, and Authori- 
ty of 4 Rule of Faith, 

IV. Laſtly,Scripture contains the onely.do- 
&rine, that ever could obtain to give law to 
all the world,and the firſt that ever pretended. 
ro ſo large a Juriſdiftion. Burt che Rule of Faith, 
as it is abſolute, & admits of no appeal, ſo the 
extent of it is illimited and univerlall,over all 
Perſons to whom it is made known, of what 
nation, age,qualiry, or pretence ſoever : And 
that, both in reſpe&-of the contents of it, 
which are of a like importance to all to re- 
ceive,and believe, as of that power by which 
it ſtands, which is a like Soverain' over all. 
Now call to mind what was done inthe world 
for the firſt 4000: years, at the end whereof 
this Do&rine wasTevealed, and you will find 
as many Lawygivers, and Maſters of Religion 
almoſt, as Countries; Nor have there _ 
fince any pretenders to an Univerſal Monarchy in 
Religion beſides his Infallible Holineſs of Rene, 
and the Seraphick Author of the Alcoran; 
Bur $. Fede tells us,this Faith was defvvered when 
he wrote his Epiſtle, and therefore borh theſe 
are cut out by a far elder claim. And the An- 

cients 
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cients made uſe of this very Topick, viz, The 
univerſall extent of che Goſpel, to prove that 
main point of Faith, on which the reſt de- 
pends, namely, the Divinity of Chriſt the 
Author of it. 

No Book ever came neer that high pitch of 
hiſtoricall credit, that this hath had ever lince 
it was publiſh't : And he, that brings bur that 
belief with him to the: reading of it, cannot 
upon reading, but believe it is Divine, and 
look for a Rule of Faith in ir. 

In a word,ic hath the two Effenciall proper- 
ties required in a Rule, Certsinty in it ſelf, and 
Evidence tos; both which appear « Pefteriori,from 
the conſtant Conſent of all Churches in one 
abſtract of things fundamentall to Salvation 
taken ont of it : And we have as much proof, 
that it is to be fuch, as we can poſhbly have, 


'ſuppoſe it were fo. 


And now ſurely it may ſeem a ſtrange pre- 
ſumption in fleſh and blood, to attempt to 
put down #thir 0recte from that prxeminence, 
and power over the Faith of Chriſtendom, 
wherein the Almighty did at firſt place ir,and 
wherein it hath by nndoubred poffefhton pre- 
ſcribed for ſo many ages ſince. An atrempr, 
that could not haveentred into the hearts of 


men, if extream, and overgrown corruption 
both in Faith and manners, had not firft 


thrown out all fear of him, who hath 


threatned 
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threatned utter exciſion to all them,that dare 
add to, or detract from his word. To him we 
muſt leave them, who will ſtand by his own 
word, and bring to light the hidden things of 
diſhoneſty , and con{1der what returns of du- 
ry become us, and they are eſpecially three, 
I. The firſt is that, which is to appear inus 


In the firſt place upon the receipt of any mer-* 


cy, or bleſſing whatſoever; and that is thank- 
fulneſ(s, and graticude , that we offer up a ſa- 
crifice of praiſe and thankſgiving, and that 
for this it be a dayly ſacrifice, becauſe this 
word is of more neceſlary,and frequent uſeto 
us, then ourdayly bread. 

IL. Achearfull, and abſolute reſignation of 
our Faith, and Underſtanding co ir. 

ITI. A zealous, and unwearied endeavour 
to keep, and maintain this Faith whole, and 
untainted in all trialls and oppolitions. 

The third we are now to [peak to, expreſled 
by 5. Fude, in theſe two words, Contendearneſth, 
which jointly imploy theſe two things. 

1. Theuſe of all means neceſflary to attain 
ſo noble an end. 

2. Zeal and perſeverance in the ule of them. 

I. The means moſt likely to preſerve our 
Faith are, I conceive, theſe that follow. 

I. The Preſervation of the letter of Scri- 
pture intireand uncorrupt, and a diligent ftu- 
dy of the literall meaning of it; For we do 


not 
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Of the Rule of Faith, 

not by the Scripture underſtand the bare cha- 
n&ers abſtracted from the ſenſe, as « bold Ser- 
jxt of the Church of Rome is pleaſed to ſay of 
us,but by what Authority appears not ; Poſli- 
bly it may be ſome remnant of his weak Faith: 
before his defe&tion, which by his defection 
ſeems to have goneno farther, then the bare 
characters, never to have been well grounded 
in the true ſenſe and meanin of it. We 
mean by Scripture the literall ſenſe of it, 
eſpecially in the points fundamentall to Sal- 
vation; which are the very points of Faith, 
mt.,a5 he ſaith, of which this Rule of Faith is to aſcer- 
nw, but of which it conſiſts, which make 
tup, as the parts make the whole. Theſe 

we ſay, are contained in the firſt, and moſt 
obvious ſenſe of the words of Scripture ; God 
being graciouſly pleaſed tolay them open to 
all capacities, and ſo making it a common Sal- 
vation, as S, Fude here calls it; As common 
reaſon will teach us, that any Writer, that 
would be underſtood, will endeavour to de- 
liver the main parts, and ſubſtance of his diſ- 
courſe moſt plainly,and expreſly. And there- 
fore it is no wonder, that the myſticall expo- 
ftion of plain Scripture prov'd ſo miſchie- 
vous to the Faith of the Ancient Church, Bur 
ſolong as we have the letter of Scripture whole, 
and underſtand the literall meaning of it, ſo 
long we have our Rule of Faith (afe, _ I ſhall noc 
F —_ -. need 
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need to tell you, how both the one, and o- 
ther are beſt done: by a ſtudy of the Originals 
of both Teſtaments, by comparing the ſeve. 
rall ancientCopies, Ver{10ns,and Paraphraſes, 
eſpecially the Septuagint, and the Chaldee Para. 
phreft, by obſerving the various readings and 
applications of places, as we find them (cat- 
ter'd'inthe writings of the Fathers, and many 
other ways, wherein you are better expert- 
enced then my elf. 

2. To preſerve the Faith, it is neceſlary to 
diſtinguiſh in the Scripture points fundamen. 
tall from thoſe which are not ſo. This was 
propoſed by the wiſe and learned Xing Famer, 
as the beſt expedient for ending the Contro- 
verfies of Chriftendom. For as no book or 
docrine, ſo eſpecially, not the doEtrine of 
the Scripture can be well underſtood, much 
leſs maintain'd, without an Analyſis, ſepa- 
ration,and digeſtion of the partsof it : It be- 
ing a Colle&ion of the writings of ſo man 
Pen-men, and thoſe written upon ſeveral] 
occaſions, no one regularly delivering the 
whole Faith. Now by Fandementall prints we 
do not mean neceſlary for all tro know and 
believe to Salvation : for to ſome more, to 
ſome fewer, areneceflary, according to their 
{everall abilities, and opportunities ; But we 
mean points principall, and moſt efſentiallin 


reſpe& of the whole Syſtem of the doarins 
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of Salvation, ſuch asare neceflary to make up 

the Unity of the Faith, and fo conſtitute a 
Church. A perfe& Catalogue of theſe we 

have in the Apoſtles Creed, lo called, as the 

Fathers generally tell us, becauſe made by the 
Apoſtles before their diſperſion to be a Rule 

in cheir preaching. And therefore we need not 

go ſo far for « Rule of Faith,or look upen it as ſo 

{range a thing,and ſodifficult to find, having 

it is owr dayly prejers,For this Creed is I canceive Ev. s. 
propoſed inthe Church of Z»glend to her Sons, Yi,” 
2nd Daughters as a Rule of Faith, and was 798. s. 
therefore in the beginning of the Reformati- 
on injoyned to be _ the People in En- 
pliſh, together with the Pater Nefter, and Tex 
Commandments, the Breviats of our perexds, and 
ends reſpettively, as that is of our Credende , 
And hath been therefore commanded ever Rubr. before 
ſince to be repeated twice a day,thatwe might 2 Apts - 
not, if poſhble, beto ſeek in (o neceſſary a 
thing, as the Rule of Fairb, This Creed the An- 
cients appeal to, as to their Rule of Faith,and 
thought their Faich ſufficiently ſecured, ſo 
long as this was ſtuck to : Eſpecially, as it is 
opened in ſome parts by the Catholique 
Creeds of Nice, Conftantinople, Epheſus, Chakcedon 
and Achansfius. This way they took to defend 
the Faith, and with good reaſon, for the de- 
fence of the Articles of our Creed involves 
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As in all ſciences, the principles juſtifie thoſe 
Concluſions, that are truly made from them, 

3- For the defence of the Faith it is neceſſary 
to ſtudy the old Eccleſiaſticall Writers, Fa- 
thers, Councels, Hiſtorians, or whatſoever 0- 

ther they be, For a great part of the points of 
our Faith being matrers of fact, ſuch as our 
Saviours Birth, Death, Reſurrection, &c. And 
our knowledge »of the eſt, that are not mat- 
ters of fa&t, depending upon thoſe that are, 
they muſt in reaſon be beſt learned from the 
ſtudy of thoſe books, where they are beſt de- 
livered hiſtorically , whereof Scripture is the 
firſt, and moſt Authentick record : And next 
e0 it, are the Chriſtian writers of the eldeſt 
times; For what is not recorded in Scripture 
cannot now be expected any where but in 
their writings. Tradition, ( whatever ſome 
men would make of it) having ſo early, and 
ſo groſly fail'd in the buſineſs of Zefter, ad- 

mitting infants to the Euchariſt, and ſome 0- 
ther things. Beſides, the many and great con- 
fli&s that they had with the Hereticks, who 
oppugned the chief points of Faith, give usa 
fight of all that can be obje&ed m—_—_ them, 
and of enough, though not all, that is to be 
{aid in defence of them. We do not ſay, they 

are to be read with an implicite Faith, as the 

Scriptureis, The infallible Inſpiration of the 
Holy Ghoſt being withdrawn, when the firit 

| s Planters 
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Planters of the- Goſpel had finiſhed their 
courſe, and left the Word written, Yet, it 
y ff ems, the Holy Spiric did not take away all 
i= © his extraordinary light at once, having guided 
- © them to profeſs, detend, and deliver to us a 
t Þ more pure,and unmingled Faith,and this em- 
r Þ braced with a more tervent,and divine Love, 
| I then the following ages could. boaſt of. 
- 8 How carefully che Church of Z»g/and hath 
followed the ancient Fathers in this matter of 
Faich, how much ſhe relies on their jud 
ment herein, appears from the conſtant all 
ations of her ableſt defenders ſince the Re- 
Gabe, and from her own act in Convo- 
cation, 1571; where ſhe forbids, her publick: 
Preachers to propole anything tothe People; 
as matter of Faith, bur that, which' Catholics 
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lgerint, which the Ancient Paſtors, and Ca- 
tholick Doors of the Church have drawn 
out of the Holy Scripture. 

And it were no great boldneſs to challenge 
all her adverſaries to ſhow, where ſhe hath 
once {werved from this Rule, or own'd any 
one point of Faith, which ſhe hath not pro-. 
ved ( after Scripture) from a full conſent of 
the Ancient Church. To theſe muſt be added 
the ſtudy of the Schoolmen, and of the chief 
writers of all Chriſtian Churches that are, or 
bavebeen : Since,what is confels'd,that yy 
a - 
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always hath been, and now is one Catholick 
Church, therefore one, becaule profeſling this 
ſame Rule of Faith, is to be demonſtrated | #/ 
from the records of the ſeverall Churches in |} « 
the volumes of their Writers, q 
4: The fourth means ts the often teaching, IN \ 
and explaining theſe chief articles, and other I : 
approved, and authoriſed forms of ſound } i 
wordsto choſe, that are moſt aptto learn,and I} «x 
uſe beſt co remember what they learn; And IN « 
( 

| 


they are the younger fort, to whom theſe 
ints are made moſt intelligible by the fami- 
fiar way of Catechiſing. This is doubtleſs, next 
co the inward operation of Gods grace, the 
beſt and moſt efteual preaching, and plant- 
ing the Faith in any Soul. Tothele it is com- 
monly delivered in the moſt plain and free 
manner, without any falſe gloſſes, or ſophi- 
try, which may hide or adulterate the light 
of it: And in theſe tender and untainted 
minds it finds the leaſt enmity, and oppoli- 
tion, obtains aneaſte quiet, and ſecure poſle(- 
ſion, and growing up with them becomes a 
rock, and ſhelter againſt the winds of ſtrange 
doctrines : Whereas on the other hand, even 
the reading of the written Word of God, and 
much more the hearing of it paraphras'd ” 
on in popular diſcourſes and ſermons, is of far 
leſs uſe, often of dangerous conſequence to 
choſe, that not ofhely want their frſt prin- 
| | ciples, 
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ciples, but it may beare leavened with falſe 
ones. And therefore it is neceſſary, that this 
be done, as was ſaid, with approved, and au- 
thoriſed forms of words: For as the wiſdom 
of the Church is beſt able to preſcribe, what 
is generally neceflary for all her members to 
know, and believe for their ſouls health ; So 
the intereſt, that both Church and State have 
in the right rrncpany of Youth,make itour 
neceflary duty to teach what they preſcribe : 
Otherwiſe we can neyer anſwer 1t to God, 
who hath mage us accountable to them , nor 
can we give them any ſecurity that their pea- 
le ſhall be brongfle up Orthodox in the 
aith, or obedient and peaceable in the State. 
And it proves the better defence of the Faith, 
the more eminent they are , whoſe tender 
ears are well ſeaſoned , as thoſe of the- beſt 

rength of naturall parts, and quickneſs of 
wit, and inclination to learning ; Thoſe that 
are naturally: diſpofed to be religious , left 
they prove Zealotsin a wrong way ; Thoſe 
that are likely to become Miniſters of holy 
things and Stewards ofthis Faith ; Thoſe that 
are of more then ordinary quality, even in 
world] _—_ as Birth, Riches or Fayour, 
ehecially the amilies of Grands,and Princes. 
What advantages the Jeſuits,above other Or- 
ders, have made of this, is not unknown, 


and any one may ſee, that ſo long as theſe are 
made 
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made ſound, and reſolute for the Faith, there 
is the les danger of error in the reſt, 

5. The fifth means is by conflicting with, 
and ſuppreſſing all Hereticks, and Diſſenter; 
from the Faith, and eningiing their He- 
reſies, and Errors. This is properly #0 Contend, 
becauſe it is againſt the adverſaries of the 
Faith : And is done three ways elpecially. 

I. By confutation of their errours ; And that 
firſt, by Perſonall Congrels,and diſputation, 
This way our adverſaries have of late been a 
little ſhy of, having found, that neither their 
art, nor their zeal will maintain a bad cauſe 
before Judges, who are not afore-hand at 
their deyotion ; which they of . Rome are not to 


expect ina Reformed Church;and [ hope the 
relt will no longer find inthe Church of z»y- 
land. .. And ſecondly, Their writings are to be 
anſwered with writings. And this way, their 
Arguments have been fo ſifted,and run fo far, 
that controverſies are on both ſides drawn to 
the very dregs of oppolition,and nothing new 
hath been obje&ed of late, thatis materiall : 
Yer, ſo long as they continue their batteries 
weare notto fit down in ſilence, but to ſtan 
upon our Guard, leſt we ſhould betray that 
Faith to their importunity, which hath. been 
{o well defended againſt their arguments, 
- JI, The ſecond way to {upprels Hereſies, 15 
« byacsof Convocation,and {olemn Cenlures 


of 
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of the Church. This was the way of old, 
The Fathers met in Synods, or Generall 
Councils,as the cauſe required ; to make pro- 
viſion againſt Hereſtes, as they roſe, and in- 
feſted the Church. 

But the late Diſciplinarians have, it ſeems, 
thought the preſervation of the Faith an eaſi- 
er work, and notof ſuch Publick and Catho- 
lick concernment; and have therefore in- their 
new Model ordered Hereſie to be judged in 
the Kirk-Seſſion or Confiſtory, where are no more 
then the Miniſter of the place, and one- Lay 
Elder or two : As if Hereſie were ſo ſmall a 


crime, as to be fit for the cognizance of two, {= 1640- 


or three no better Judges: Or,as if ary but the 
Clergy had power to. judge of-it, This is ut- 
terly a great miſtake,and miſcarriage;for He- 
rehe, being ar leaſt a perverſion, and ſo in 
effet. a denial of ſome point of Faith, is a 
crime of the higheſt nature, as ſtriking at the 
Churches Cladcn : And the Minifters a- 
lone are the Guardians of the Faith : And the 
Clergy in Convocation (next to a Generall 
Council of the whole Church) are the ſu- 
pream Judges of all Controverſies about it. 
$0 God himſelf ordained in that Church, 
which,of all the Churches of the firſt Planta- 
tion, was moſt troubled with'Hereticks, and 
that was the Church of Corinth. 1 Cor, 14. 32. 
The Spirits of the _ are ſubje# to the wn 

at 
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and'{tudy they are,is the moſt likely,ch 
legall and auchentick, and the dernicre 


togtther, and prope 


the Church to judge what is Herefie,ic 


of their minds. Whereas on the other 


and: calling itis; muſt in reaſon have th 


that. 13 not_neer its Apoſtaſie. What 
caule, why nothing hath of Jate been th 


That is, the do&trines of private Teachersin 
every Church areto fibmit to, and ſoo he 
allowed; ar: condemned' by the concurrent 
Judgement of all'the Paſtors of that Church 

which is not to be had, but in a Council of 
chat Church, or a Convocation. As in all 
ſciences, and callings, the.concurrent Judge- 
ment of; chaſe, whole/proper employment 


e moſt 


deter- 


minations,. The King ofaly calls the Clergy 
ples tothem, leaves them 

to debate, and: determine : And though the 
Statute-Law ſet the temporall penalty for 

Primo Eliz. Herehe, yet. it: takes from the ju ement. of 
9. the Church, what Doftrines: are Herericall, 
A prudent, anda Chtiftian conftitution : For 

fhoyld the ſeeular Power undertake without 


would 


give the:Pgople juſt reaſon to ſuſpeR, that it 
was not mater of Faith, bur reaſon of State, 
that ſwayed the determination, which is the 
next way to: caſt all Faith and Religion out 


hand, 


.2 publick -condemnatcion of Hereticall do- 
&rines by the joint voices of them, whoſe cure 


emoſt 


univerfallinfluencein any Chriſtian Cy 
is t 

1s way 
done 
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done againſt the many Ses and Herehies,that 
trouble us, I may nor: ſay : bur T muſt needs 
think, that the want of it is atmain reaſon, that 
they are not leſſened, but rather increaſed : 
And, if this want continue long, will be fol- 
lowed with a diminution, and decay of the 
Churches power; 'of the purity, and 'ftabiliry 
of the reformed Religion profeſſed” in the 
Church of Zxglend, and in fine, if not redref- 
ſed, with the ruine of both. £003 "01 
[[I. The third way for the ſtppreſſing of He- 
reſie is the making, and executing of good 
laws for the ſilencing of Hereticks, and Dif- 
ſeters from the Faith, and hindring their pta- 
ices. And herein the ſecular Arntis tointer- 
poſe as: the nurfing Father of the Charch, and De- 
fender of the Faith, For though the Church ſolely 
denounce Hereticks, yet the hath no- power 
now to puniſh ther temporally; bat whac 
the Civil Magiſtrate inveſts her with ;" who is 
therefore conftantly to affift her. And this not 
without abſolute neceſlity ; for they are a ſort 
of People, that have obſtinacy in their very 
Nature; and definition, and are generally in- 
ſenſible of fpirttuall coercjon,In this work the 


Godly Emperors of old were very diligent, as 
appears-by 'ſeverall of the ancient Laws, e- 


ſpecially in' the firft book of the Code. And, 


how che rules of Goverritnent come ſince to * 
be (6 milich'chinged, thatthe giving libercy 
nd} E 2 'to 
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tothe inveterate, and avow'd enemies of the 
Church, and Religion eſtabliſhed, ſhall be 
now thought the beſt, and onely way to make 
them obedient, and fit to be truſted in the 
Church. deſerves well to be conſidered. Cer- 
rainly, had their practiſes been as well ob- 
ſtructed by the execution of good laws, as 
their opinions have been fully confured by 
the writings of learned Men, there had been 


' by this time no pretence for a debate about 


Indulgence ' to Diſſenters, And what ever event 
may in point of prudence be expected from 
this , Tt cannot be thought, but that the ma- 


ny extravagant and blaſphemous fancies, ſo 


freely publiſhed, in Print, in the frequent 
Meetings of Diſſenters, and other ways; Opini- 
ons ſo repugnant to the Chriſtian Faith, and 


deftructive of true Piety, will now have the 


ſame malignant influence, and.effe&t upon 
both,which heretofore they uſed to have;And 
will diffuſe a venom too ſtrong'for any help, 
but that Power, which planted the Faith in 
its firſt Purity. And withall, it isto be fear- 
ed, 'that the great diſhonour done to the 
Majeſty of God, the injuries done to our 
meek and moſt bleſſed Saviour, and to the 
moſt: holy and ſanifying Spirit, by theſe |. 
blaſphemous opinions, and by that wanton 
liberty they have of walking abroad with 
Publick connivence, will bring upon us : 
. gui 
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guile and: wrath from God, not to be expi- 
ated by another twenty Years ſuffering. 

VI. The f1xth means to defend the Faith is, 
by a dayly and conſtant confeſſion of it, in all 
times and trials, even of death, and Martyr- 
dom. We are taught to profels our Rule of 
Faith twicea _—_ our publick prayers: And 
upon good reaſon; For as all truth deſires 
nothing more, then that beauty that is native 
ro it to commend it to our belief, and beſt 
defends it ſelf againſt all contradiction,when 
it appears moſt naked : So certainly, truths 
of ſo illuſtrious a magnitude as the Articles of 
or Creed,cannot be better preached,and main- 
tained, then by an open, hearty, and conſtant 
profeſſion of them. The moſt difficult ſer- 
vice, which they require of us in the greateſt 
oppoſition, is then but to own them, with 
which alone we gain an abſolute Conqueſt 
overall the World, 1 Fohn 5. 4, 5. This s the vi- 
Fory, that overcometh the world, even our Faith. Who 
i be, that overcometh the world, But he that believeth, 
that Feſws is the Son of God ? Our Faith isthe pur- 
chaſe of His exinanition,and therefore the Croſs 
the inſeparable badge of it, not to be laid a- 
ſide whenGod puts it upon us, without cer- 


- tainloſs of thoſe Heavenly Joys, that attend 


patient ſuffering for the truth, and Martyr- 
dom, which, as it is of peculiar benefit to 


thoſe, that faichfully wade through it, ſan- 
| ifying 
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ifying that death, which we owe to Nature 
for fin, and raiſing it as a gift of Faith, and 
Patience offered up acceptably ro God , So it 
did of Old, and always will _ the greateſt 
renown to the Chriſtian Faith and Name; be- 
ing, nextthe Miracles wrought by God him- 
felt the moſt pregnant, and viſible teſtimo- 
ny of the Power of the Holy Ghoſt going 
aha with the Faith. And of this the firſt 
ages of the Church are a ſufficient proof, 
heſe are ſome of the proper and direct ways 
of contending for the Faith , There are o- 
thers, that comein as Auxiliaries, and ſerye 
onely by conſequence. The chief of which 
- are thele two. WET 5 . 
1. Holyneſs of life, Purity of mind and 
conſcience. This is the proper vehicle of true 
Faith, 1 Tim.3.9. Holding the myſtery of the Faith in « 
pure Conſcience, Cap.1. 19. Which ſome having caft away 
concerning Faith have made ſhipwrack, Long gathered 
habits of vertue, or vice inſenſibly calt the 
Soul into a ſetled ftate of good, or evil reſpe- 
cively.In which caſe, from the diate of (elf- 
preſervation, .as all things: elſe, it -naturally 
ſeeks, and adheres toſuch principles, as will 
make good, and maintain the condition it is 
oolfeſt of. If the condition be good, it appeals ' 
to Faith,as the aurhor, and retuge of it, in the 
{trengeh whereof. it tands;and in the encreaſe 
of it doth eriumph,and glory: If the ona 
"Y / & 
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beevil,then Faith appears as a witneſs againſt 
us,and a tormentor; and the Soul cannot con- 
template'it- without horror, bur muſt turn 
aſide, and betake it ſelf to the refuge of lies, 
ſome doctrines however falſe, yet plauſible, 
that may help ic at preſent to ſilence the fear 
of a judgement to come; Which Article, and 
ſeverall others, as remiſhon of fins, the reſur- 
re&tion, and eternall life are abſolutely in- 
conliſtent with a continuation, and ſecurity 
inevil courſes. Itis true, Faith is ſupernatu- 
rall Grace, infuſed into our Souls by God 
himſelf from above : Yet ic is liable to be di- 
fturbed, yea, and ejected too by the ſtrength 
of our own corruptions, and the powers of 
darkneſs raigning in us. Theſe ſtifle and ex- 
tinguiſh thoſe mations and illuminations, 
whereby the holy Spirit doth uſually work 
Faith in us, Who though he delight to dwell 
in Tabernacles of Clay, in the hearts of the 
Sons of Men, yet abhorrs and flyes from 
the tents of the wicked, eſpecially the proud, 
and the fenſuall. - And: itis notorious in the 
hiſtary of the Church,thatthe great Hereſies, 
that troubled it of old, had their birth from 
one of theſe, either the Ambition, or 'De- 
bauchery of their firſt Broachers. 

2. Thenext means,[s to preſerve the dignity 
of the Minifters of the Goſpel, who are the 


Diſpenſers of this Faith. Did-Chriftians ge- 
nerally 
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nerally found their belief, and praftice upon 
thoſe rules, and principles, by which they are 
to be meaſured, there would be the leſs need 
of this, But it is obvious to be obſerved, that 
men commonly begin with the efteem of a 
Perſon, or Party,and then raiſe their Faith ac- 
cording tothe dictate of that Perſon,or Party, 
This the Hereticks of all ages have ſeen, and 
therefore made it their firſt buſineſs to worm 
themſelves into vogue,and credit, being ſure 
they muſt needs be Maſters of their Faith, 
whoſe underſtandings their reputation had 
firſt blinded. And indeed we cannot reaſon- 
ably expect, that our Doctrine ſhould gain 
much upon the minds of thoſe, that deſpiſe 
our Perſons, or Callings : which, God be 
thanked, at preſent isnot, nor lightly can be 
done by any, but ſuch, in' whom Atheiſm, 
or Fanaticiſm hathſmothered, if not deſtroy- 
ed the power of Religion. All Nations not 
wholly barbarous have looket upon it, as bgth 
the ſecurity of their Religion, and Glory of 
their :Countrey, to: have the eſtate of their 
Prieſthood maintained in honour, and plen- 
ty; And it were much to be wiſhed, that the 
Reformed Churches of Chriftendom had not 
been in this point more ſordid, and facrile- 
gtous, then all other Chriſtians, not ro ſay 
Nations, in the World. We have ſeen veri- 
hed in Exg/and, what was upon this miſcarri- 
| age 
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age in the Reformation foretold by che moft 


learned, and judicious Writer of his rank a- Hooker Ec- 
| mong the Proteſtanes, That the time of Religion, s 79. 


and the Service of God would likely fall as the age of 
Men, within ſeventy or eighty years . and what follow- 
ed, wonld be ſmall joy to thems that beheld it, And we 
are yetto pray and hope, that che liccle, that 
remains may _— if polhible, all fears and 
jealouſtes from the luxury, and profaneſs of 
the Age ; The naturall iflue of which vices 
mconjun&ion is the devouring of holy 
ings, and thenan open Apoſtahe from the 
Faith : UnlefsGods mercy make them child- 
lefs, as unlawfull embraces often prove. 
_ I have now ſufficiently tired you with a 
lame account of fome things , in the righe 
management whereof che continuance of our 
Faith 1s greatly concern'd: And had we hearts 
to make uſe of them with that Zeal, «ad con- 


fexcy, which the greatneſs of the Cauſe it ſelf, 


and our unchangeable concernment in it re- 
quire ; ( and was the ſecond part of ewr earneſt Con- 
tention _—_—_ they would not fail chrough 
Gods ng, who never deſerts the Cauſe 
of Faith, ro make our Church, and People 
happy. Bur they have generally had that bad 
fortune, that other good things have, #- be ber- 
ter known, and valacd from the want, then from the 
; , and beneſt of them. A miſcarriage, 
which ſurely we have ſince his Majefties 
F moſt 
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moſt happy Reſtauration been guilty of. 
A miſcarriage, that muſt from the notion, 
and nature of it make Mankind miſerable : 
( all happineſs conliſting in che right appre- 
henſfton and enjoyment of the good we are 
poſleſt of ) And the more extreamly' miler- 
able , the greater /mporiance and Neceſſity the 
things themſelves are of : which, was the 
Third member of the T ext, and hath two parts ; 
Firſt, the importance of our earneſt — for our 
Rule of Faith , It is the ſecuring of the founda- 
tion ,. and the very Being of the Church, 
and the Pillars of our future Happineſs, and 
undoubtedly of the greateſt conſequence, 
Secondly, the neceſſity of it, now the Greater, 
becauſe of the reſtleſs imporcunity, and un- 
reſtrained licenciouſneſs of our Adverlaries 
which is ſo viſible, and cauſes ſo much com- 
plaint already, that I ſhall not ſpend crime 
in ſpeaking of it, nor I hope need to cauti- 
on you to defend your elves againſt it. Yet 
muſtnot forget to put you in the right way 


todo it, and that 1s, by laying at home in 


your own Souls a good foundation of ths 


Ancent, ana Holy Faith, by a diligent learning | 


of, and reſolute adhering to theſe Articles, 
ro this Rule of Faith, as it 18 literally deliver- 
edin the plaineſt places of Holy Scripture, 
and compriſed and explained ' in the three 
Creeds; and the Church Catechiſm. af. 
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forſake theſe holds, there is nothing in the 
Chriſtian World can ſecure our Faith : Theſe 
T we are therefore conftantly to teach our 
Flocks, and they diligently to learn, and to 
conſider that exhortation of - the Apoſtle, 
Bebr, 13. 7, 8, 9. Remember them , which have 
the rule over you, who heave ſpoken unto you the Word 
if God, whoſe Faith follow, confidering the end of their 
converſation , Feſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, and 
to day, and for ever : And be not carried about with 
divers and ſtrange doftrives. | 


